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Updated on 24 January 2022 

 

Ireland 

 

Name of Regulatory Authority: Broadcasting Authority of Ireland  

Address   2-5 Warrington Place, Dublin 2, Ireland 

Phone    +353 1 6441200 

Fax   +353 1 6441299 

E-mail    info@bai.ie  

Homepage    www.bai.ie  

 

Basis for operation 

Legal framework                  Broadcasting Act 2009 

General remit   X TV   X  radio    networks and infrastructures 

    Others (please specify) 

Funding mechanisms i    licence fee   industry fee    

   X mixed funding (please specify): combined sources of licence and  

   industry fee 

    other (please specify): 

 

Composition 

 

Number of members:           9 Term of office:          5   years Re-election possible:      Yes 

 

Proposal of members:   

 
Five of these were appointed by the Government on the nomination of 
the Minister. The remaining four members were appointed by the 
Government on the nomination of the Minister having regard to the 
advice of, and nominations of, the Joint Oireachtas Committee. 

 

Appointment of members: Appointed by the Government  

 

Revocation of mandate possible: Yes                        based on: Decision of Government/legislative 

change  

 

Number of staff:   42 (FTE)  
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Chairman:  Pauric Travers 

Chief Executive: Celene Craig 

 

 

Please describe your Authority’s structure if it does not have a board: In addition to the Authority, the BAI also has 
two statutory committees: the Compliance Committee and the Contract Awards Committee.  Each committee 
comprises 4 government nominees, 2 Authority nominees and 2 Executive staff. 

 

Competences 

 

  national regional local 

Granting of licences terrestrial analogue broadcasters X X X 

 terrestrial digital broadcasters X X X 

 satellite analogue broadcasters X X X 

 satellite digital broadcasters X X X 

 cable analogue broadcasters X X X 

 cable digital broadcasters X X X 

 Others (please specify): 

 

   

 In the areas where your authority is not competent to grant licences, please specify the authority in 

charge: ComReg (Commission for Communications’ Regulation) 

 

 Please add any other relevant information: 

 

Terrestrial digital platform established March 2011 

  

Granting of 

registrations 

terrestrial analogue broadcasters    

 terrestrial digital broadcasters    

 satellite analogue broadcasters    

 satellite digital broadcasters    

 cable analogue broadcasters    

 cable digital broadcasters    

 Others (please specify): 

 

   

 In the areas where your authority is not competent to grant declarations, please specify the authority 

in charge:  ComReg is responsible for spectrum issues  

 Please add any other relevant information: 

 

     

Frequency allocation COMREG    

     

Supervision of private broadcasters X X X 

 public broadcasters  

 

X X X 

 Others    

 

Handling complaints 

 

The Compliance Committee is 
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responsible for the monitoring and 

enforcement of compliance, the 

investigation of complaints and a 

number of reporting functions. 

     

 

Sanctioning X issue warning  X  impose fine  

(subject to compliance & 

enforcement policy & procedures)  

X demand to  

broadcast announcement 

 X revoke licence X suspend licence  reduction in the licensing period 

 X suspend a programme / broadcast  

  other (please specify): 

     

 

Rule making 

 

X Codes (under Policy function) 

 

X rules  e.g. Elections & Referenda, 

  other (please specify): 

 

Consultative powers X please specify the areas covered:  

Legal requirement to publically consult on draft broadcasting codes and rules.  

Legal requirement to consult with public service broadcasters on certain issues including guidance 

on a code of fair trading practice.  Legal requirement to be consulted with on certain PSB functions, 

including access to archives, annual statements of performance commitments and sectoral impact 

assessments. 

 

Power of nomination 

(e.g. chairman of 

PSB) 

 please specify: 

 

 

 

Monitoring X broadcast content monitoring (for compliance with statutory codes & rules, encompassing 

programming and commercial communications; compliance with contractual programming 

commitments relevant statutory codes) 

X on-site inspections (including transmission facilities)  

X Annual Performance Reviews (including ownership & control, staffing, finance, 

programming and engineering)  

 

Others  Please specify: 

 

- Complaints handling: adjudicating on complaints where viewer/listener is not satisfied with broadcaster 
response  

- Contractual variations: assessing submissions for variations to terms of a broadcaster’s contract 

- Ministerial reports in response to Ministerial requests relating to broadcaster compliance with codes & 
rules 

 

Please add any information you deem important: 
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i By “licence fee” we refer to the public service licence fee usually paid by the entire population, whereas the term “industry 
fee” implies all those funding mechanisms based on a contribution from broadcasters themselves, including, for example, 
licensing fees (i.e. an amount of money that is paid by the broadcaster for it to be able to carry out its broadcasting 
operations) and frequency taxes. 


