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The European Audiovisual Observatory:  

Information for the audiovisual sector

� European public service body with 36 member States and the 

European Community, represented by the European 

Commission. 

� Legal framework of the Council of Europe (Strasbourg)

� Works with partner organisations, professional organisations

from within the industry and a wide network of correspondents. 

� Key publications: Yearbook (Market and Statistics), Iris (Law)

� Existing online databases: LUMIERE (film admissions), 

MERLIN (legal information), KORDA (public funding)



MAVISE: General framework

� Initiative of DG Communication - Commissioner Margot 

Wallström

� Contractual agreement between the European 

Commission and the Observatory (Contrat de prestation

de service en procédure négociée)

� Duration: 5 years (2007-2011)

� 2 analysts full time + development of software + 

purchase of data



What’s the MAVISE database?

� A comprehensive, regularly updated survey of all TV 
companies active in 27 EU countries (+ 2 candidates
countries) and the over 7,000 channels they broadcast

� Which is mainly intended for use by the EU institutions

� Is partially available to the public through the OBS website 
since 9 April 2008 (launch at MIP-TV)

� Work in progress : as at 29.10.2008 : 5,149 channels, 4,122 
companies



What is included in MAVISE? 

(1) a public access area : http://mavise.obs.coe.int

� Available to the public on the OBS website from 9 April 

2008:

• A description of individual country’s audiovisual landscapes (recent 

developments, basic data, links)

• A full list of TV companies and channels by country and region (target 

: 5000 TV channels, 3000 broadcasting companies

• A  list of main transmission companies (satellite operators, analogue 

and digital terrestrial transmitter, cable operators, IPTV operators, 

mobile TV operators), including their line-up

• Detailed channel profiles (adresses, contacts, genre, technical

transmisssion, potential audience,…)

• A  glossary



What is included in MAVISE ? 

(2) A restricted area for EU officials : 

� Available to a selected number of EU officials:

• Regularly updated financial information on around 1500 broadcasting 

companies

• Audience data (by country, channel and information programme)

• Identification of channels by target audiences 

• Information on around 7000 information programmes : format, average 

audience on 3 targets



Over 6,500 TV channels

in the European Union in 2008 (as of 

01.10.2008)

� MAVISE currently identifies 5068 active channels. Survey of  local television 

channels still ongoing: a further estimated 1,500 small local channels are active 

in European markets and will be progressively added to the database. 

� Of the 5068 channels identified in MAVISE, 4663 channels are established in 

one of the 27 EU countries or in the two candidate countries (Croatia and 

Turkey), and 405 originate from third countries. 

� Of the 4663 European channels already in the MAVISE database, this includes:

� 381 nationwide terrestrial channels (with an analogue and/or digital national 

licence)

� 2473 nationwide channels accessible through cable, satellite or IPTV (656 of 

those channels are established in one country and target one or more other 

countries)

� 1809 regional and local channels (including windows)



Number of TV channels established in the EU 

+ candidate countries (according to MAVISE, 

as of 14.10.2008)

Number of active TV channels established in EU countries + Croatia and Turkey 

(excluding local channels)
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Source: MAVISE database



Breakdown of TV channels by genre 

(according to MAVISE, as of 14.10.2008)

Breakdown of TV channels by genre (nationwide TV channels available in EUR 29)

Generalist; 376

Film; 333

Sports; 324

Entertainment; 269

Music; 238New s/Business; 201

Adult/Erotic; 190

Children's; 189

Religious; 149

Documentary; 135

TV f iction; 119

Lifestyle/specif ic leisure; 

110

Home-shopping; 103

Cultural; 69Minority interest groups; 49

International; 69

Travel; 26

Weather; 9

Games; 26
Dating/Classif ieds; 4

Parliamentary/Government; 
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Source: MAVISE database



Data sources

� Observatory internal resources: Yearbook, PERSKY 
(directory of TV channels), ORIEL contact database, 
etc.

� Contacts with television companies : in principle, one 
MAVISE correspondent by TV company

� Regulatory authorities (in collaboration with the 
European Platform of Regulatory Authorities- EPRA)



Data sources

� Contracts with external 

specialised suppliers

� Médiametrie- Eurodata-TV (audience 

data on the different channels)

� Bureau Van Dijk Electronic Publishing

(financial information)

� Lyngemark (satellite channels)



Methodology for identifying TV channels

� Lists of regulatory authorities authorities

� Line-up of satellite (Lyngsat)

� Line-up of cable, IPTV, DTT and DVB-H operators

� Trade press



Issues related to the legal statute of the channels

� MAVISE does not claim to be a legal reference

� We use a rather general typology of licences, 

� If a channel appears in a list of an authority, in principle no problem, but

� some channels may have de facto various licences

� in some case the licensed company is not the operational company

� situation of the various linguistic versions of a service is not clear

� problem of the licence for the windows

� Important number of channels do not appear in the authorities’ lists

In this case we have to attribute a supposed country of establishment

We will then choose the country of establishement of the company
identified as providing the service, if any. Channel taged as “without 
identified registration”



Some provisory data

� 657 channels dedicated to other countries than the 

country of establishment

� 191 adult/erotic channels, some of them without clear

identified licence or registration

� more that 700 channels established outside the EU are 

accessible by EU viewers



Foreseen developments

� Search of channels by TV groups or by family (ex. Spanish autonomic

channels)

� Including data on the up-link country (if we obtain collaboration of the 

satellite operators)

� Including VoD services

� Enlarging to the 7 countries members of the Observatory and not 

members of the EU or candidate countries (Albania, Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Norway, Russia, Switzerland, The « former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia »



MAVISE contacts

� http://mavise.obs.coe.int

� Two analysts : Julie RUFF and 

Deirdre KEVIN

� mavise@coe.int














