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2Media pluralism:
Why it matters

The bedrock of democracy…
Media pluralism protects the forming of diverse opinions and 
viewpoints, allows of informed debate
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3Media pluralism:
Why it matters

The bedrock of democracy…
Media pluralism protects the forming of diverse opinions and 
viewpoints, allows of informed debate

… put at risk by new challenges
The new digitalized media landscape brings about new 
challenges and risks for pluralism



4The new media 
landscape

▪ Print and broadcast now coexist with platforms, 
influencers and AI

▪ Algorithms now play a key role in shaping what 
audiences - particularly younger users - see

▪ Boundaries become blurry: traditional, non-
traditional, professional and non-professional 
actors coexist in the new media landscape



5Key threats in the 
digital age

▪ Platform and opaque algorithms –         
who decides what gets to be seen?

▪ Disinformation, filter bubbles, echo 
chambers, news deserts

▪ Changing business models: economic 
pressures put sustainable journalism at risk

DISINFORMATION

INFORMATION 
LESS  FAVOURED 
BY ALGORITHMS
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DSA

Legal & policy
frameworks

▪ EU and Council of Europe: new laws and standards for 
digital pluralism aiming to guarantee the editorial 
independence of news media and the access of users to 
plural sources of information.

▪  An evolving legal framework:
▪ European Media Freedom Act (EMFA)
▪ Digital Services Act (DSA)

EMFA

DSA



7Safeguarding editorial 
independence

▪ EMFA protects journalists and news 
outlets against political interference, 
enshrines in law the rights of news 
providers

▪ It also introduces transparency and 
accountability requirements for news 
media outlets



8The role of the PSM

Delivering impartial, diverse 
information in all contexts to 
the public

IMPARTIAL,
DIVERSE,
QUALITY

INFORMATION

Public service media



9AI and the future 
of news

▪ AI tools change the industry, drastically lowering 
costs and bringing about new types of formats…

▪ … but they introduce new risks: deepfakes, more 
fake news, etc.

▪ Managing the positive and the negative:
AI can be a game changer for the better, if used to 
focus on quality and trust

AI



10Ongoing challenges 
and what’s next

▪ Importance of balancing economic 
viability, innovation and trust

▪ Continuous adaptation is needed:
new actors, new technologies and 
evolving audience behaviours



11Key takeaways

▪ Pluralism remains essential, but it must evolve and 
must be capable of adaptation in the digital age

▪ New threats call for permanent vigilance

▪ Regulation, innovation and support for journalism all 
play a part in enabling a pluralistic media sector
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Latest updates from the European Audiovisual 
Observatory
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▪ New Executive Director: Ms. Pauline Durand-Vialle 
succeeded to Ms. Susanne Nikoltchev as of Sept. 2025

▪ Ukraine joins the Observatory as the 42nd member of 
its  Executive Council as of June 2025

▪ Next Presidency of the Observatory: Norway will 
succeed Austria as the new Chair of the Observatory 
from Jan. 2026

On the institutional side…
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▪ Brussels Observatory Conference (Brussels, 5.02.2026) 
«Navigating jurisdictions in Europe’s evolving 
media landscape»

▪ Observatory’s Video Games Pilot project: foreseen 
launching in 2026

Next to come early in 2026…
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▪ EU-funded AVMS Studies on :
✓ Independence of national regulatory authorities
✓ Stricter or more detailed rules applicable to audiovisual 

commercial communications of certain products

▪ You are collaborating as ‘checkers’ of the national country 
reports.. A BIG THANK YOU!!

▪ Delivery by Dec. 2025 / publication early 2026

What’s in the pipelines?



Thank you for your time and contribution!

Join the IRIS network! 
Contact: amelie.lacourt@coe.int 

▪ Published monthly since 1995

▪ Covering 40+ countries

▪ SOON 10,000 articles published!

▪ Supported by a global network of 
passionate experts

IRIS Newsletter and Merlin database:
https://merlin.obs.coe.int/newsletter/in
dex

IRIS Newsletter

mailto:amelie.lacourt@coe.int
https://merlin.obs.coe.int/newsletter/index
https://merlin.obs.coe.int/newsletter/index


17EAO latest reports and activities?

WHERE TO FIND OUR PUBLICATIONS AND 
EVENTS FOR 2025

WHERE TO FIND OUR PUBLICATIONS AND 
EVENTS FOR 2025

▪ General update of the European Audiovisual Observatory reports 
and activities for the period July 2024 – October 2025.

HERE: http://bit.ly/4q87nWt

https://www.epra.org/attachments/62nd-epra-meeting-general-update-of-observatory-reports-and-activities


sophie.valais@coe.int 

Շնորհակալություն
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