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Promoting freedom of 

expression and its corollaries, 

access to information and 

press freedom. 

Shared function “by a wide range 

of actors, including professional 

full-time reporters and analysts, as 

well as bloggers and others who 

engage in forms of self-

publication in print and on the 

internet”

Journalism is a function, 

protected by international law



Individuals who regularly post content online for public consumption 

and have more than 1,000 followers (nano-influencers)
Digital Content Creators

Creators who produce verified and public-interest content 
Digital Content Creators 

engaged in journalistic activities

Examples: Kim Kardashian, Mr. Beast, Squeezie, Léna Situation, Khaby Lame, Chiara Ferragni

Examples: Hugo Décrypte, Gaspard G, Dylan Page, V Spehar, Cleo Abrams, Salomé Saqué

Criteria that differentiate 

them

 from traditional journalists

• Sources of revenue

• Code of conduct

• Established organization / association

• Relationship with the audience

• Formats of content



A Global Multi-Lingual Panel Survey of 

500 Content Creators with 1000 

followers + and 20 in-depth interviews 

in 8 language regions (AR, CH, ENG, FR, 

GER, PO, RU, SP)

44 countries + 1 special administrative zone

6 continents

53% from Global South

Social Media Influencers Lab at the 

Bowling Green State University, 

United States of America









English

French

Portuguese

Spanish

10,000+ registrations

From over 160 countries

Knight Center for Journalism in 

the Americas, University of Austin, 

Texas, United States of America
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05 May 2025 in Brussels in the 

framework of World Press 

Freedom Day 2025

Digital content creators & their associations

Media professionals

Media regulators and self-regulators

Advertising self-regulation agency

Academics

European Commission

• Exploring the role and commitment of creators in the information 

ecosystem

• Analyzing audiovisual regulatory frameworks impacting digital content 

creation

• Advancing the professionalization and recognition of creators

• Fostering dialogue and strengthening multistakeholder collaboration



Media and Information Literacy and Digital Competencies Unit

j.freysson@unesco.org
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