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July 2020

Ofcom, ICO, and CMA 
launch the Digital 

Regulation Cooperation 
Forum (DRCF)

March 2021

Published our Workplan, 
marking a step-change in 

how regulators coordinate

Background on DRCF

April 2021

Workplan launches
and FCA formally 

joins DRCF

2020 2021

A range of developments in the regulation of online services in the UK:
• VSP regime and Online Safety Bill
• Digital Markets Unit
• Age Appropriate Design Code

May 2021
Published evidence to 
government on how to 

address barriers to 
cooperation

May 2021

ICO CMA Joint 
publication on 

competition and privacy



Our proposed options to Government to support 
regulatory cooperation

Supporting 
information 
sharing

• Review information sharing gateways to ensure they are fit for the 

future

Embedding 
coherence in 
statutory 
frameworks

• Options around aligning supplementary duties and supporting 

consultation to underpin and enable increased cooperation

Transparency 
and 
accountability

• DRCF commitments to annual planning and progress reviews



DRCF workplan 2021-2022

Design Frameworks

Algorithmic Processing

Digital Ad Technology

End-to-End Encryption

Section A: Responding strategically to industry 
& technology

Section B: Joined-up regulatory approaches

Ofcom
VSP + Online 

Safety 
Regulation

ICO
Age 

Appropriate 
Design Code

Section C: Building skills and capabilities Section D: Building clarity through collective 
engagement

Looking at how to support regulators 
in building skills and knowledge in 
key areas such as data science and 
analytics.

Industry

Domestic and international 
regulators


