
  

 

 

 41st  EPRA meeting Berne / Switzerland  
  13 – 15 May 2015 

Progr amme  
 

Wednesday 13th May 2015 
 

Until 18:30 
18:50 

 

19:00 – 20:00 

20:00 – 22:30 

Arrival at the hotels 
Departure from the hotels Savoy, Metropole, Bern and Waldhorn          
(to walk) 

Registration 

Welcome Dinner at the Kursaal Berne (Forum West) 

 

Thursday 14th May 2015 

08:15 
 

8:30 – 09:00 

09:00 – 17:30 

13:00 – 14:30 

19:15 – 23:00 

Departure from the hotels Savoy, Metropole, Bern and Waldhorn           
(to walk) 

Registration 

EPRA meeting in the Kursaal Berne 

Lunch in the K Bar & Lounge Kursaal Bern 

Gala Dinner at the Kornhauskeller Berne 

Friday 15th May 2015 

09:00 – 13:00 

13:15 – 15:00 
 

14:30 – 15:30 

 

15:30 – 17:30 

EPRA meeting in the Kursaal Berne  

Lunch in the K Bar & Lounge Kursaal Berne 
 

Shuttle buses from the Kursaal  to Berne main station 

                        or 

Guided tour of the Old Town in Berne (free of charge)   

Meetingpoint Kornhauskeller 

Saturday 16th May 2015 

08:30 – 12:30 

09:00 – 16:30 
 

Half day tour “Emmentaler Showdairy” (subject to a fee) 

One day tour to the “Schilthorn” (subject to a fee) 

Contact OFCOM 

Larissa Friedli +41 (0)58 460 55 32 – larissa.friedli@bakom.admin.ch 
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Facts about Switzerland and Berne 

 

Switzerland 

 

The small state of Switzerland (8.1 million inhabitants, 41,285 km2) lies in the heart of the European 

Alps. This central location between three important European cultures (German-speaking countries, 

France, Italy) is the reason for Switzerland’s linguistic and cultural diversity. Four national languages 

coexist here – German, French, Italian and Romansh – each with its own flourishing culture. Every 

region cultivates its own customs and characteristics alongside its language.  

 

Immigrants from all over the world, meanwhile, give Switzerland’s cities a multicultural character.  

Switzerland is a typical migration country with around 24% of the permanent population coming 

mainly from European countries (primarily Italy, Germany and Portugal). 

 

Switzerland consists of three main geographical regions: the Swiss Alps; the hilly Swiss Mittelland, 

which stretches from Lake Constance to Lake Geneva; and the Swiss Jura, an extended chain of fold 

mountains. 

 

The Swiss Confederation became a federal state in 1848; today it consists of 26 cantons. The 

government is a collegial body (the Federal Council), formed of seven members. Parliament consists 

of two chambers which carry equal weight: the Council of States (representing the cantons) with 46 

members, and the National Council (representing the population of the country as a whole) with 200 

members. 
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Berne: the delightful Capital in the Heart of Switzerland 

 

The Old Town of Berne is an architectural jewel – an urban treasure awarded UNESCO World Heritage 

Site status in 1983. Practically car-free with historic building façades, appealing boutiques, restaurants 

and cafés, it lends something altogether rare nowadays: a slower-paced, relaxed lifestyle. Six 

kilometres of arcades line the shopping streets of the Old Town, more than 27 museums guarantee a 

healthy cultural scene, and numerous national and international events ensure that there is a lot going 

on the whole year round. The way in which the leafy town blends into the surrounding region is unique. 

Where else can you swim around the Houses of Parliament or paddle past the city zoo in a rubber 

dinghy? 

 

Berne’s local mountain, the Gurten, is reachable in only 20 minutes from the city centre and offers 

fantastic views across the Alps and the Berne region. Many beautiful places that seem to be so far 

away are accessible as pleasant day trips. Thanks to its central location, Berne is the ideal base to 

discover the whole of Switzerland. 

 

Swiss Climate and Seasons 

The diversity of Switzerland is reflected in its climate, despite its small size. The Alps are an important 

factor here. They act as a barrier, so the weather in the north is often quite different from that in the 

south. It is noticeably milder in winter in the south than in the north. 

The seasons are clearly defined. In spring (March to May) the trees blossom and the meadows become 

green. In summer the temperature rises to 25-30 degrees Celsius (77-86 degrees Fahrenheit). In 

autumn (September to November) the fruits ripen, then the leaves turn brown and fall. In winter, snow 

changes the landscape.  



 

4 

Meeting Venue and Accommodation 

The meeting venue is the Kursaal of Berne 

Under one roof, the Kursaal Berne comprises the 4-star Hotel Allegro, attractive restaurants and bars 

and the Grand Casino Berne.  

The Kursaal Berne offers many attractive rooms for congresses and seminars. 

 

Plenary room 

Glass is a particular feature of the "Szenario 1 
& 2" rooms, which are located on the 5th floor 
and offer panoramic views extending to the 
distant Alps.  

 

Working group rooms 

The "Bellavista rooms” enjoy a privileged 
location up on the 6th floor, and offer 
panoramic views extending over the historic 
old town of Berne to the distant Alps.  

 

Participation fee  

Due to governmental budgetary constraints it is with regret that we had to decide, that two delegates 
of each EPRA-member are most welcome free of charge and any additional person with a 
participation fee of 250 CHF.  
Attached to the invitation, you receive the corresponding participation fee form. Please complete the 
form and return it to the specified address, if you plan to participate with a delegation consisting of 
more than two delegates. 
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Hotel Booking 

Please book your hotel room under the following link: 

https://event.onax.ch/Event5Bern/371C446D44BB4D878DE9C401A87372CA/DE 

 

The deadline for hotel booking expires March 31 - 2015. Please take this notice seriously. 

 

 

Hotel Allegro ***** (Kursaal) Kornhausstrasse 3, CH-3000 Berne 25 

 

Modern 4-star superior lifestyle hotel right next 
to the Kursaal Berne congress venue. The stars 
look kindly on your visit to Berne. You will be 
blessed with a breath-taking panoramic view of 
the majestic Alpine scenery and the historic old 
town and you will be staying right at the venue 
for the event. City-Ticket (tram/bus) included in 
hotel price. Tramline 9, Kursaal stop.  

 

 

Rates in CHF 13.-15.05.2015 15.-17.05.2015 Rates We-Fr Rates Fr-Su 

Economy Room 50 50 180.00 CHF 180.00 CHF 

Comfort Room 20 20 210.00 CHF 210.00 CHF 

Breakfast and City-Ticket included / + city tax per person/night 5.30 CHF 

More about the hotel: http://www.kursaal-berne.ch/hotel-en 

 

Hotel Savoy **** Neuengasse 26, CH-3011 Berne 

 

 

A 4-star hotel with a personal and friendly 
atmosphere, combining comfort and all modern 
conveniences. It is located in the city centre, 
close to the railway station and the famous 
arcaded shopping streets. All the main 
attractions of Berne are just a few steps away. 
Approximately 15 minutes on foot from the 
congress venue (the Kursaal). City-Ticket 
(tram/bus) included in hotel price. Tramline 9, 
Bärenplatz stop. 

Rates in CHF 13.-15.05.2015 15.-17.05.2015 Rates We-Fr Rates Fr-Su 

Single Room 10 10 180.00 CHF 175.00 CHF 

Double Room 12 12 325.00 CHF 305.00 CHF 

Double Room with 

Single Occupancy 
12 12 210.00 CHF 205.00 CHF 

Breakfast and City-Ticket included / + city tax per person/night 5.30 CHF 

More about the hotel: http://www.hotel-savoy-Berne.ch/en 

  

https://event.onax.ch/Event5Bern/371C446D44BB4D878DE9C401A87372CA/DE
http://www.kursaal-berne.ch/hotel-en
http://www.hotel-savoy-bern.ch/en
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ebookers.ch/hotel/Schweiz/Bern/Hotel_Savoy_Bern.h45646/&ei=M87cVJuwNIS-PLH-gKgM&bvm=bv.85761416,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGuSfSryWB1HkWTDgIpIo4OPo_aCg&ust=1423843236662027
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Best Western Hotel Bern **** Zeughausgasse 9, CH-3011 Berne 

 

Quality-conscious hotel at the upper end of the 
4 star category, with personal service and 
characterful interior decor. In the heart of the 
old city centre with its famous sights, only a few 
minutes’ walk from the railway station, the 
Houses of Parliament and the business centre. 
Approximately 7 minutes on foot from the 
Congress venue (the Kursaal) and right next to 
the Kornhauskeller (Gala Dinner). City-Ticket 
(tram/bus) included in hotel price. Tramline 9, 
Zytglogge stop. 

 

Rates in CHF 13.-15.05.2015 15.-17.05.2015 Rates We-Fr Rates Fr-Su 

Single Room 30 30 140.00 CHF 140.00 CHF 

Double Room 10 10 190.00 CHF 190.00 CHF 

Double Room with 

Single Occupancy 
10 10 170.00 CHF 170.00 CHF 

Breakfast and City-Ticket included / + city tax per person/night 5.30 CHF 

More about the hotel: http://www.hotel-Berne.ch/en/ 

 

 

Hotel Metropole *** Zeughausgasse 28, CH 3000 Berne 7 

 

This centrally situated city-hotel offers 103 beds 
in 59 functionally furnished single, double and 
triple rooms. Benefit from the ideal location. A 
wide cultural offer and attractive shopping 
facilities under the arcades of Berne are within 
walking distance. 7 minutes form the Congress 
venue (the Kursaal) and 2 minutes walk from 
Kornhauskeller (Gala Dinner). City-Ticket 
(tram/bus) included in hotel price. Tramline 9, 
Bärenplatz or Zytglogge stop.  

 

Rates in CHF 13.-15.05.2015 15.-17.05.2015 Rates We Rates Tu-Su 

Single Room 10 5 148.00 CHF 123.00 CHF 

Double Room 25 8 206.00 CHF 171.00 CHF 

Double Room with 

Single Occupancy 
25 8 173.00 CHF 148.00 CHF 

Breakfast and City-Ticket included / + city tax per person/night 5.30 CHF 

More about the hotel: http://www.hotelmetropole.ch/en_UK 

 

  

http://www.hotel-bern.ch/en/
http://www.hotelmetropole.ch/en_UK
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Hotel Waldhorn *** Waldhöheweg 2, CH3013 Berne 

 

Quiet central location. 7 minutes walk from the 
congress venue (the Kursaal). Comprehensive 
breakfast buffet. Free internet and WLAN 
throughout the hotel. City-Ticket (tram/bus) 
included in hotel price. Tramline 9, Spitalacker 
stop) 
It is only possible to pay for this hotel using a 
credit card or cash!   
 

 

Rates in CHF 13.-15.05.2015 15.-17.05.2015 Rates We-Fr Rates Fr-Su 

Single Room 10 10 110.00 CHF 110.00 CHF 

Double Room 10 10 151.00 CHF 151.00 CHF 

Breakfast and City-Ticket included / + city tax per person/night 4.30 CHF 

More about the hotel: http://www.waldhorn.ch/?lang=en 

 
 

Conditions 

The above prices are per room/per night 

Cancellation conditions: 

for bookings of up to 4 persons 

Up to 1 week prior to arrival: Booking may be cancelled at no charge 

Afterwards: Cancellation fees depending on the hotel or group booking 

 

for bookings of 5 or more persons 

Up to 30 days prior to event: Entire booking may be cancelled at no charge 

Up to 10 days prior to event: 20% of the booking of hotel rooms may be cancelled at no charge 

Up to 48 hours prior to event: 2 hotel rooms may be cancelled at no charge 

 

Payment terms: 

Participants pay the costs of overnight accommodation locally. In the case of online booking, a valid 

credit card is required from participants to guarantee the booking. 

 
An invoice will be issued for participants who do not have a credit card; this must be paid in full in 
advance. In addition, a handling charge of CHF 25.00 per invoice will be charged to the participant. 
Further, please note that at the Hotel Waldhorn it is not possible to pay your stay per invoice (only 
by credit card or cash). 

 

City-Ticket: 

From the first overnight stay in an accommodation facility inside the city of Berne, guests receive the 

Berne Ticket for their entire stay and therefore enjoy free travel in the centre of Berne. On the day of 

arrival, the reservation confirmation serves as a transfer ticket from the station or airport Berne-

Belp to the accommodation facility. 

More information: http://www.Berne.com/de/reiseplanung/Berneticket 

http://www.waldhorn.ch/?lang=en
http://www.bern.com/de/reiseplanung/bernticket
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Air travel to Switzerland / transfer 

 

 

Zurich International Airport  

Travel time to/from Berne by train 1hr 18 min.  

Two direct trains run every hour from Zurich airport 

to Berne’s main railway station. The SBB travel 

centre is located below the Airport Centre in the 

Check-in 3 area. 

Travel time to/from Berne by car/taxi approx. 1 ½ 

hours (very expensive, see p. 9). 

 

 

Geneva International Airport  

Travel time to/from Berne by train 1 hr 50 min.  

Two direct trains run every hour from Geneva 

airport to Berne’s main railway station. The railway 

station has direct access to the airport Check-in and 

Arrival levels.  

Travel time to/from Berne by car/taxi approx. 2 

hours (very expensive, see p. 9). 

 

 

Basel Mulhouse EuroAirport  
Travel time to/from Berne by bus/train approx. 1 hr 
20 min. 
The EuroAirport Basel does not have direct rail links, 
but there are connections by public transport to the 
railway stations in Basel with trains to Berne. 
http://www.euroairport.com/en/passengers/access/train.html 

Travel Time to/from Berne by car/taxi approx. 1 ½ 
hours (very expensive, see p. 9). 

 

Berne-Belp Airport 
Travel time to/from Berne by car/taxi approx. 20 
min. Travel time to/from Berne by bus/fast tram 
approx. 30 min. 
The AirportBus runs every half hour from the airport 
to Belp fast tram station. The fast tram connects 
Belp and Berne’s main railway station every fifteen 
minutes. The hotel’s reservation confirmation 
serves as a transfer ticket from the airport to 
Berne’s main railway station (see p. 7).  
http://www.flughafenBerne.ch/en/arriving-parking/arriving-
by-bus 

 

  

http://www.euroairport.com/en/passengers/access/train.html
http://www.flughafenbern.ch/en/arriving-parking/arriving-by-bus
http://www.flughafenbern.ch/en/arriving-parking/arriving-by-bus
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Onward travel to Berne from the airport 

 

Zurich, Geneva and Basel Airports 

We recommend that you travel from the airport by rail and will provide a 2nd class return rail ticket. If 

you require such a rail ticket, please indicate this on the registration form. If you require 1st class you 

must pay the surcharge (CHF 76.00). Two direct regional trains an hour run to Berne from all 3 airports. 

At Zurich and Geneva airports the SBB rail station is inside the airport building itself.  

Please note that the last trains operate as follows: 

Zurich Airport - Berne 23.37/Geneva Airport - Berne 22.47/Basel Central Station - Berne 23.37 

 

Berne-Belp Airport 

The hotel's reservation confirmation serves as a transfer ticket from Berne-Belp Airport to Berne's 

main railway station. Travellers choosing Berne-Belp Airport do not need a rail ticket. 

 

Important: On arrival at the airports (in the arrivals hall) please contact our colleagues (wearing an 

EPRA badge). They will give you the rail tickets and provide detailed information about your onward 

journey to Berne (please retain your outward rail ticket for your return journey to the airport). 

 

Taxis are not recommended for the long distance from Zurich, Geneva and Basel airports, as taxis are 

very expensive in Switzerland. However, if you do choose this variant, you must pay the costs. 

Costs (individual) approx. CHF 350 – 550. 

 

Direct rail travel to Berne (no flight) 

Switzerland and the Berne venue are also excellently served by rail from anywhere in Europe.  

 

 

Rail 

Thanks to high-speed connections to Germany, 

Italy, France and Austria, more distant 

destinations can also be reached comfortably by 

train. 

The destination station is Berne's main station. 

You can find more information on travel times, 

seat reservations and prices at: 

http://www.sbb.ch/en/home.html 

 

http://www.sbb.ch/en/home.html
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Arrival at Berne's main rail station 

On Wednesday all day and Thursday morning, on arrival at the station our assistants at the meeting 

point in the station hall will be happy to help you transfer to your hotel and provide you with more 

information. After leaving the train, please don’t go upstairs, instead go down the stairs or the ramp. 

Then follow directions to the city to the station concourse (Meetingpoint). Free shuttle buses are 

available to take you to the hotel or the venue for the event. In the case of arrivals after 20:00 we 

can provide individual solutions. 
 

If you should have any queries or concerns, our information and help desk are available at the 

Kursaal Berne from Wednesday evening until Friday noon. If you cannot find your way at the main 

station, please contact the helpline on +41 79 606 57 46 which is for this purpose only. 
 

From Berne's main station the hotels and the venue can also be reached within a short time by taxi, 

tram or on foot. The hotel's reservation confirmation serves as a transfer ticket by tram. You will find 

a detailed city plan with the most important locations at the end of the documentation. The easiest 

way to get to the hotels and the venue on foot is via the “Neuengasse” exit from the station. 

 

Tramline 9 from the station, direction hotels/Kursaal  Direction “Bern Wankdorf Bahnhof” 

Tramline 9 from hotels/Kursaal direction station  Direction “Wabern” 

 

Return journey: 

After the official end of the meeting we will provide shuttle buses transfers from the Kursaal venue 

to Berne's main rail station (at approx. 14:30). 
 

Otherwise individuals should organise their own return journey. Berne's main rail station can be 

reached within a short time on foot, by tram or by taxi. The Berne Ticket, which is included in the hotel 

price, entitles the user to travel by tram in the centre of Berne. 
 

Tramline 9 from hotels/Kursaal direction station  Direction “Wabern” 
 

The rail ticket used on arrival is also valid for the return journey from Berne's main rail station to Zurich, 

Geneva and Basel airports. 

Meetingpoint 

Train: go downstairs 

City 

Exit Neuengasse 
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Travel documents and visa requirements 

Travel document requirements 

Please note that Switzerland is part of the Schengen Area. Citizens from Schengen Member states may 

enter Switzerland by presenting a valid passport or identity card.  

In general, all third-country nationals, regardless of their visa obligation status, who wish to enter the 

Schengen Area through Switzerland must be in possession of a travel document that meets both of the 

following two requirements: 

 

• The validity of the travel document must extend at least three months after the intended date 

of departure from the Schengen Area; and 

• The travel document must have been issued within the previous 10 years. 

 

The date of issue of the travel document shall be the determining factor, notwithstanding any decision 

by the authorities to extend the period of validity of the travel document. 

Please find the valid travel documents entitling the holder to cross the external borders on the 

following website of the European Commission:  

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/index_en.htm   

 

The relevant information can be found on the right under "Info". 

 
Visa requirements 

Citizens of the following states are required to obtain a type C visa (for stays up to 90 days) to enter 

Switzerland: 

 

Country Exceptions to the visa 

requirement 

Foreign diplomatic consular missions responsible 

for issuing visas for Switzerland 

Armenia A) 

B) 

Embassy of the Republic of Poland in the Republic of 

Armenia; Hanrapetutyan 44 a; 

0010 Yerevan Armenia 

Tel. +374 10 542 497 

Fax: +374 10 542 496 / 498 
E-Mail: erewan.amb.sekretariat@msz.gov.pl  
Homepage: www.yerevan.mfa.gov.pl/en/  
More information 

Azerbaijan A) Embassy of Switzerland; Icheri Sheher;  

Böyük Qala Street, N° 9;1004 Baku Azerbaijan 

Tel. +994 12 437 38 50  

Fax +994 12 437 38 51  
E-Mail: bku.vertretung@eda.admin.ch  
Homepage: www.eda.admin.ch/baku  
More information 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/index_en.htm
mailto:erewan.amb.sekretariat@msz.gov.pl
http://www.yerevan.mfa.gov.pl/en/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/armenia/en/home/visa/entry-residency/visa.html
mailto:bku.vertretung@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/baku
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/azerbaijan/az/home/visa/tourismus/lokale-bestimmungen.html
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Country Exceptions to the visa 

requirement 

Foreign diplomatic consular missions responsible 

for issuing visas for Switzerland 

Georgia A) 

B) 

Embassy of Switzerland; Krtsanisi 11; 

0114 Tbilisi Georgia 

Tel. +995 322 75 30 01 / 02 

Fax +995 322 75 30 06  
E-Mail: tif.vertretung@eda.admin.ch  
Homepage: www.eda.admin.ch/tbilisi  

More information 

Kosovo* A) Regional consular centre Western Balkans; 

c/o Embassy of Switzerland; Adrian Krasniqi 11; 

10060 Pristina Kosovo 

Tel. +381 38 261 261 

Fax. + 381 38 261 261 90 
E-Mail: westbalkan@eda.admin.ch  
Homepage: www.eda.admin.ch/pristina  
More information 

Turkey A) 

D) 

Consulate General of Switzerland;  

1.Levent Plaza, A-Blok Kat:3; Büyükdere Cad. No. 

173; 34394 Levent Istanbul Turkey 

Tel. + 90 212 283 12 82 

Fax. +90 212 283 12 98 
E-Mail: ist@eda.admin.ch  
Homepage: www.eda.admin.ch/istanbul  
More information 

Ukraine A) 

C) 

Embassy of Switzerland; vul. Kozyatynska 12; 

01015 Kyiv Ukraine 

Tel. +380 44 281 61 28 / +380 44 590 44 85 

Fax. +380 44 280 14 48 
E-Mail: kie.visa@eda.admin.ch  
Homepage: www.eda.admin.ch/kiev  
More information 

 

A) Third country nationals in possession of both a valid residence permit issued by a Schengen member state or 

a valid type D visa and a recognized travel document are exempt from visa requirements. 

B) Holders of a diplomatic passport are exempt from visa requirements if they wish to enter Switzerland: on an 

official mission or for other travel purposes without exercising a gainful occupation. 

C) Holders of a diplomatic or service passport are exempt from visa requirements if they wish to enter 

Switzerland: on an official mission or for other travel purposes without exercising a gainful occupation. 

D) Holders of a diplomatic, service or special passport are exempt from visa requirements if they wish to enter 

Switzerland: on an official mission or for other travel purposes without exercising a gainful occupation. 

For detailed information about travel documents and visa requirements, please consult the 

document “Overview of ID and visa provisions according to nationality” by the Swiss Federal Office 

for Migration, which can be downloaded here: 

https://www.bfm.admin.ch/dam/data/bfm/rechtsgrundlagen/weisungen/visa/bfm/bfm-anh01-liste1-e.pdf  

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and 

the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence 

  

mailto:tif.vertretung@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/tbilisi
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/georgia/en/home/visa-&-entry-to-switzerland/visa-%E2%80%93-entry-to-switzerland-and-residency/visas.html
mailto:westbalkan@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/pristina
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/kosovo/en/home/visa/tourismus/lokale-bestimmungen.html
mailto:ist@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/istanbul
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/turkey/tr/home/visa/tourismus/lokale-bestimmungen.html
mailto:kie.visa@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/kiev
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/ukraine/uk/home/visa/tourismus/lokale-bestimmungen.html
https://www.bfm.admin.ch/dam/data/bfm/rechtsgrundlagen/weisungen/visa/bfm/bfm-anh01-liste1-e.pdf
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Foreign Currency Exchange 

Please note that Switzerland remains with the Swiss franc, usually indicated as CHF. While Switzerland 

is not part of the European Union and thus is not obliged to convert to the Euro, many prices are 

nonetheless indicated in euros so that visitors may compare prices. 

Merchants may accept euros but are not obliged to do so. Change given back to the client will most 

likely be in Swiss francs. 

 

The safest and easiest form of money are traveler's checks and credit cards. The cards most used are 

American Express, MasterCard and Visa. 

 

Many banks in Switzerland have equipped their ATM machines with the CIRRUS or MAESTRO system. 

Many other Swiss banks offer ATM machines for cash advances with your credit card. It is 

recommended to have a small amount of cash on hand upon arrival in Switzerland for immediate 

expenses, i.e. taxies, city transportation etc. 

 

Business Hours: 

Banks are usually open Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. However, money can also be 

changed at the train stations. Look for the "Change/Cambio" signs.  

 

During your stay in Berne the shops are open as follows: 

Wednesday: 09:00 to 17:00 

Thursday closed (Ascension Day) 

Friday: 09:00 to 18.30 

Saturday: 08:00 to 17:00 

 

The hotels can be paid in cash, by credit card (locally) or by invoice. In addition, a handling charge of 

CHF 25.00 per invoice will be charged to the participant. 

 

Additional costs (excursions, rail ticket upgrade, etc.) can be paid locally in cash (CHF), by credit card 

(Visa or MasterCard) or as a pre-payment before the meeting (IBAN). 

 

 credit the postal account 25-383-2 
Federal Office of Communications 
P.O. Box 252 
CH-2501 Biel/Bienne 

SWIFT-Code: POFICHBEXXX 
IBAN: CH13 0900 0000 2500 0383 2 
In favor of EPRA 

 

 credit the Swiss National Bank 
Federal Finance Administration 
Finance and Accounting 
CH-3003 Berne 
(bank clearing 110, SWIFT-Code: 
SNBZCHZZ30A, account 15100.02902 
IBAN: CH37 0011 5001 5100 0710 3 
In favor of BUKR 1084 – BAKOM-EPRA) 
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Social Events & Tours 

Wednesday, 13th May 2015: Welcome Dinner at the Kursaal of Berne / Forum West 

 

 

Thursday, 14th May 2015: Gala Dinner at the Kornhauskeller in the City of Berne 

Friday, 15th May 2015: City tour - UNESCO – Stroll through the Old Town 

 

On this stroll through Berne’s Old Town, you’ll 
learn more about the city‘s 800-year history. 
You’ll marvel at the late Gothic Cathedral 
(Münster) with its stunning portal and its 
depiction of the Last Judgment. The Clock Tower 
(Zytglogge), our oldest city gate dating back to the 
13th century, awaits you and offers a fascinating 
show on the hour. 

Come along and discover the Swiss capital and 
UNESCO World Heritage Site at its beautiful best. 
(free of charge)  

Meetingpoint: Kornhauskeller 
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Saturday, 16th May 2015: Half day tour to the “Emmentaler Showdairy” 

 

How do the holes in Swiss cheese get there? 
Visit the Emmental Showdairy 
Cost CHF 35.- per person 
Price includes: 
• Return journey by bus 
• Visit to the Emmental Showdairy including 
cheese tasting 
• rich aperitif (wine, cheese, cold meat, bread 
and fruits) 
http://emmentaler-schaukaeserei.ch/en/  

 

 
 

Saturday, 16th May 2015: One day tour to the “Schilthorn” 

 

Following in the footsteps of James Bond 007! 
Enjoy the cable car ride up to the Schilthorn and 
the spectacular views of the Eiger, Mönch and 
Jungfrau (UNESCO World Heritage Site) and over 
200 other peaks. 
Cost: CHF 104.- per person (drinks not included) 
Price includes: 

 Return journey by bus 

 Return cable car trip 
• Lunch in the revolving restaurant Piz Gloria      

(2 menu selections) 
• Interactive exhibition BOND WORLD 007 

http://Schilthorn.ch/en/welcome  

 
Menu 1:  Soup of the day or green salad 
  James Bond Spaghetti with chipolata (hot and spicy)) 
  Coup Piz Gloria (ice cream) 

Vegetarian option: without chipolata 
 

Menu 2: Mixed salad 
  “Schwinger Hörnli” (Alpine wrestler’s pasta with minced meat and cheese) 
  Meringue with strawberry ice cream and whipped cream 
 
 
 

 
 

  

http://emmentaler-schaukaeserei.ch/en/
http://schilthorn.ch/en/welcome
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Other attractions in Berne  

   

Clock Tower (Zytglogge) 
Today it is one of Bern's most important sights. The ornate 
astronomical clock with its moving figures was built in 1530. 
It served as the city's main clock and thus had an 
authoritative function in Bern. 

    

House of Parliament 
The Parliament Building is the seat of the Swiss government 
(Federal Council) and the parliament (National Council and 
Council of States). The building was completed in 1902. The 
central domed hall and both chambers feature numerous 
symbolic renderings of Swiss history. 

    

The Bear Park 
A visit to the Bear Park is a special experience for children as 
well as adults. Paths run through the park down to the Aare 
riverside path, giving visitors great insight into the lives of the 
bears. They can watch the bears play, bathe and climb right 
in front of their eyes. 

    

Gurten – Bern's local mountain 

Since the opening of the park in 1999, Bern's local mountain, 

the Gurten, has been delighting visitors from near and far 

with its relaxed atmosphere. 

     

Zentrum Paul Klee 
The world's most important Klee collection, the Zentrum Paul 
Klee, displays its some 4,000 works through changing exhibits 
organized around different themes. 
http://www.zpk.org/en/index.html  

    

Bernese Historical Museum 
In its permanent exhibition, the Bernese Historical Museum 
shows highlights from the fields of history, prehistory, early 
history and ethnography. The objects on display range from 
the Stone Age to the present, from cultures of all continents. 
http://www.bhm.ch/en/  

 

Museum of Communication 
The Museum of Communication offers you a wide range of 
exhibitions. You may choose to visit all of them or the special 
exhibition only.  

http://www.mfk.ch/en/home-en/ 

More information: http://www.bern.com/en/city-of-bern/attractions  

http://www.zpk.org/en/index.html
http://www.bhm.ch/en/
http://www.mfk.ch/en/home-en/
http://www.bern.com/en/city-of-bern/attractions
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Overview meeting venue, hotels and other places  

 

 


