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About the speakers 
 

 

Lorena Boix Alonso is Head of Unit for Converging Media and Content, 
at DG Connect. She has served as Deputy Head of Cabinet to Vice 
President Neelie Kroes during Ms Kroes’ time as Commissioner for the 
Digital Agenda and as Commissioner for Competition. Lorena has also 
worked at the European Court of Justice and the IPR-Helpdesk Project. 
She holds a Master of Laws from Harvard Law School. 

 

Dr Jürgen Brautmeier is Chairperson of the Conference of Directors of 
the Media Authorities (DLM), in Germany. He has a wide range of 
experience in broadcasting regulation, having served as an advisor on 
broadcasting legislation to various Central & Eastern European 
governments, as well as being a founding member of the European 
Platform of Regulatory Authorities. He studied History, and English 
Language and Literature, at Dusseldorf and Cambridge Universities. 

 

Nicola Frank is Head of European Affairs, and Head of the Brussels 
office, at the European Broadcasting Union (EBU). Prior to joining EBU, 
she worked for Media and Entertainment International, a federation of 
media and entertainment trade unions. While at the European 
Commission, Nicola managed an information and communication 
programme in the Mediterranean and the Near and Middle East. She 
has an M.A. in Islamic Studies, Modern History and French Literature. 

 

Jean-François Furnémont is a founding partner of Wagner-Hatfield, a 
consultancy specialising in public affairs, policy, and regulation. He is a 
former Director General of CSA, an audiovisual regulatory authority in 
Belgium, and is a former Chairperson of EPRA. He was also a Member 
of the Board of RTBF, a Belgian public service broadcaster. He studied 
journalism at Université Libre de Bruxelles and International Relations 
and European policy at Université de Liège. 
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Emmanuel Gabla is a Commissioner at the Conseil Supérieur de 
l’Audiovisuel, the French broadcasting authority. Prior to this, he 
served in a number of government departments, including as 
Head of the Information & Communication Technology 
Department at the Ministry of Economy, and as an advisor on 
telecommunications to the Prime Minister. He is a graduate of 
Ecole Polytechnique and Telecom ParisTech. 

 

Steve Gettings is Director of International Affairs at Ofcom, the UK’s 
communications regulator. He has held several strategy and market 
monitoring roles at Ofcom, advising government on media plurality, 
and working on Ofcom’s Communications Market Report and the 
International Communications Market Report. Prior to this, his work 
included roles with the BBC, Teachers’ TV, Oxera and PWC. 

 

Chris Hutchins is Vice President, European Policy at Liberty Global, a 
pan-European investor and operator of cable TV businesses. Chris has 
held several regulatory and legal positions within LGI and predecessor 
companies since joining them in 2000. He has previously worked at 
Burson Marsteller and the European Commission. Chris holds a Master 
of Laws in telecommunications and IT law from Strathclyde University. 

 

Cornelia Kutterer is Director of Digital Policy at Microsoft EMEA, and is 
responsible for security and data access governance issues, as well as 
child safety and consumer policies. Cornelia was previously Head of 
the Legal Department at BEUC, the European Consumer Organisation, 
where she worked on policy around consumers’ digital life and 
consumer protection. She holds a Master’s Degree in IT technology 
and communication laws from the University of Strathclyde. 

 

Professor Pierre Larouche is a Joint Academic Director of CERRE, 
Professor of Competition Law at Tilburg University, and Vice-Director 
of the Tilburg Law and Economics Center. He is also a Professor at the 
College of Europe (Bruges) and the Institut d'Etudes Politiques (Paris). 
His research interests include competition law, telecommunications 
law, media law, basic Community law and the common European law 
of torts. Pierre holds a PhD in Law from Maastricht University. 
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Professor Bruno Liebhaberg is Director General at CERRE. He is a 
professor at the Université Libre de Bruxelles’ Solvay Brussels School of 
Economics and Management (SBS-EM, ULB). Earlier in his career, he 
was an adviser on industry and R&D in the private office of former 
European Commission President Jacques Delors. He holds a Master in 
Management Sciences from the SBS-EM, ULB (1975) and a PhD from 
the London School of Economics and Political Science (1982). 

 

Helena Mandic is Chairperson of the European Platform of Regulatory 
Authorities (EPRA), and Director of Broadcasting at the 
Communications Regulatory Agency (CRA), in Bosnia & Herzegovina. In 
addition to holding various positions within CRA, Helena was involved 
in drafting the Press Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, along with laws 
on defamation, freedom of information and communications. She is a 
graduate of the Sarajevo Faculty of Law. 

 

Tobias Schmid is Executive Vice President, Governmental Affairs at 
RTL Group and Head of Media Policy at Mediengruppe RTL 
Deutschland. He was previously Chairperson of the Board of the 
German Association of Commercial Broadcasters and Audiovisual 
Services (VPRT). Tobias holds a PhD in Law from Heidelberg and 
Freiburg Universities. 

 

Professor Peggy Valcke is a Professor in Law at Katholieke Universiteit 
Leuven, and Director of the Interdisciplinary Centre for Law & ICT. Her 
research interests focus on the regulation of the info-communications 
sector and the interaction between info-communications law and 
competition law. She has been published widely on a broad range of 
topics relating to electronic communications law, media law and 
competition law. Peggy holds a PhD in Law from KU Leuven.  

 

Roberto Viola is Deputy Director General of DG CONNECT, in the 
European Commission. He was previously the Secretary General of 
AGCOM, the Italian media and telecoms regulator, as well as 
Chairperson of the European Radio Spectrum Policy group. He has 
served as a Member of the Board of the Body of European Telecom 
Regulators and was Chairperson of the European Regulatory Group. 
Roberto holds a doctorate in electronic engineering.  

 


