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1. Legal framework Dutch Media Act 2008 

 



Linear media content 

Rules that apply to both public service and private 

media:  

 

 Seriously harmful programs: absolute forbidden 

(directly supervised by CvdM) 

 Harmful programs: only allowed if broadcaster 

joins an officially acknowledged classification 

organization  
 



Non-linear media content  

Rules that apply to public service media :  

 Seriously harmful video’s: absolute forbidden 

(directly supervised by CvdM)  

 Harmful video’s: only allowed if an officially 

acknowledged classification organization is joined 
 

Rules that apply to private media:  

 Seriously harmful video’s: only made available in 

such a way as to ensure that minors will not 

normally hear or see them 

 No rules regarding harmful video’s 



NICAM  

 Public service media, and private media that intent to 

broadcast linear audio-visual content, are obliged to 

be a member of and obey to regulations of 

Netherlands Institute for Classification of Audiovisual 

Media = NICAM (www.kijkwijzer.nl)  

 

 Strong incentive for self-regulation:  

Those which are not affiliated with  

NICAM can only broadcast  

programs for all ages and are  

directly supervised by the  

Dutch media authority CvdM 

 

 

http://www.kijkwijzer.nl/


 

 
 

2. Kijkwijzer 

 



System of Kijkwijzer 

 Broadcasters and other parties classify their products 

according Kijkwijzer criteria to inform parents and 

audience about content and age 

 Age ratings        

 

 

 

 Content descriptors 

http://archief.schooltv.nl/eigenwijzer/project/2018803/mediawijsheid/2157348/maatschappijleer/item/523397/invloed-van-de-media/
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=6igrZaSU4wCH2M&tbnid=AbPT_3JRuG4ZcM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://mens-en-samenleving.infonu.nl/pedagogiek/82440-betekenis-kijkwijzer-symbolen.html&ei=UPsXVLf3GsayPL6CgdgD&bvm=bv.75097201,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFIZ5bo6qBS1H0eNUp-LjWLGM-N-g&ust=1410943543921419
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7-bZm91EahOAKM&tbnid=Krb28rvfduMQeM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kijkwijzer&ei=F_sXVKSDN8LMyAOEh4DwAw&psig=AFQjCNHMplZ7Zo6rqvMSbzVI7HXOTYnKmQ&ust=1410944151975758
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7-bZm91EahOAKM&tbnid=a3Hw0Vw6laNTOM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kijkwijzer&ei=AvwXVIC3NPDy7Ab62oDYDw&bvm=bv.75097201,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEbsaMV3Kpqw1vpz4HBgEGd4Fv67g&ust=1410944390606966
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7-bZm91EahOAKM&tbnid=XVcvh419ygU0qM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kijkwijzer&ei=XPwXVJ6SOMXnOf7QgOgD&bvm=bv.75097201,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNH15pfsq8vpB6L4xg9H3X-FyvsObw&ust=1410944470945794
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=2nC0wQ8gHth-SM&tbnid=GYjxBYX8tHDYAM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.artifilm.nl/html/Release.asp&ei=q_wXVLf7DYjBOPz8gLgE&bvm=bv.75097201,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFVyDOkpr_FtyPSJMHWP_QqWHnUxg&ust=1410944546341080


 



Kijkwijzers’ co-regulatory design 



 

 
 

3. Voluntary initiatives by industry   

 



Compliance to Kijkwijzer 

 Public service broadcasters 

 Private broadcasters 

 Film distributers  

 Cinema operators 

 Producers, importers and retailers  

of DVD, video and games  

 

Recent developments  

 2012: agreement with HBO  

 2013: agreement with VodNed 

 2014: agreement with Netflix NL 



You Rate It 

 International qualification Tool 

 Rating of User Generated Content (UGC) 

 Introduced by the Britisch Board of Film Classifictions 

(BBFC) and NICAM  

 

 Simple uniform tool to qualify UGC on UGC platforms 

on the basis of the answer to several simple questions 

 

 Ratings can differ from country  

to country to reflect different  

national sensitivities and  

concerns over content. 

http://www.yourateit.eu/


 



 

 
 

4. Wrap up: Lessons learned 

 



Challenges for pan EU co-regulatory system?  

 How can we safeguard freedom of expression? 

 

 How can we get full commitment of the industry? 

 

 How can we obtain the trust of the audience? 

 

 How can we encourage the participation of all EU 

member states and even outside the EU? 

 

 How can we stimulate a permanent development 

of the system? 

 

 



Requirements for pan EU co-regulatory 

system?  

 Provide constitutional guarantees 

 Align public and private interests as much as possible 

 Create system of checks and balances 

 Arrange for high level of organization and low 

administrative burden 

 Guarantee the basic principles of good-regulation 

 Take account of cultural differences build in the 

system 

 Provide for universal concepts during the 

classification process 

 

 Arrange for frequent and adequate evaluation 

 

 



Thank you for your attention! 

 

 

Questions are welcome,  

now or later at: 
 

 

www.cvdm.nl  

cvdm@cvdm.nl  

 

Telephone: + 31 35 773 7700 

http://www.cvdm.nl/
mailto:cvdm@cvdm.nl

