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COUNTRY REPORT, REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

38th EPRA Meeting, Vilnius, 2th October, 2013 – 4th October, 2013

During the reporting period, main activities of the Broadcasting Council were related with digitization of television signal, supervision of broadcasters and operators of public communication networks, drafting the Analysis of the Broadcasting Market for 2012.
Digital switchover – June 1, 2013
Starting from June 1, 2013, all television stations in the country broadcast only digital signal. To facilitate the switchover, the Broadcasting Council has conducted numerous activities, mainly focusing on informative media campaign for the citizens and altering the licenses for pursuing broadcasting activity of broadcasters.

The Law on Broadcasting Activity was limited only to terrestrial broadcasting, so to overcome legal obstacles, the Law was amended. Immediately after amendment of the Law, the Broadcasting Council adopted the guidelines and rulebooks that were necessary to support the process of altering the licenses. 
All television stations submitted requests for alteration of their Licenses for Pursuing Broadcasting Activity. According to the amendments of the Law, concerning the technical means for broadcasting: the televisions on national level could choose between digital terrestrial multiplex, operator of public communication network that do not use restricted resource or satellite operator; the regional televisions could choose between digital terrestrial multiplex or operator of public communication network that do not use restricted resource; while local televisions could use digital terrestrial multiplex if they decided to become regional or could choose operator of public communication network and continue to broadcast at local level.
The Broadcasting Council on its session held in May, 2013 adopted Decision for Altering the Licenses for Pursuing Broadcasting Activity. From June 1, 2013 via the multiplex operator "One" program broadcast 5 national TV stations and 26 regional, while via operator of public electronic communications network program broadcast 30 TV stations, of which 27 are local and 3 regional.
After the switchover of digital television signal, some problems in connection with reception and recognition of program channels, with following of the established schedule of program channels has occurred. In July 2013, a meeting was held with operators of public communications networks and television stations to overcome these problems. In order the technical parameters of the devices for digital reception to be standardized, Rulebook for the conditions of digital television equipment used by consumers will be amended. For that purpose, working group consisting of representatives of the Broadcasting Council, the Agency for Electronic Communications and the operator "One" was formed. 
Drafting new Media legislation 

Aimed at harmonization with AVSM Directive, two laws related to media, i.e. Media Law and the Law for audio and audiovisual media services are in drafting process. The entitled proposer of the laws is Ministry of Information Society and Administration, but the Broadcasting Council actively participates in this process, both by submitting comments and suggestions to the laws and by taking part in the numerous public hearings.

The purpose of the laws is to ensure the development of audio and audiovisual media services, development of independent production, promotion, advancement and protection of cultural identity, protection of consumers' interests especially of minors, development of media literacy. The Law for audio and audiovisual media services introduces a new legal entity - Agency for audio and audiovisual media services as a legal successor of the Broadcasting Council.

Analysis of the Broadcasting Market for 2012

As every year, the Broadcasting Council drafted Analysis of the Broadcasting Market. The Analysis concerns economic performance of the broadcasters in 2012. It consists of two parts: the first one containс data for television industry, i.e data of economic performance of Macedonian television, television stations on national, regional and local level. These data refer to total incomes and their structure, advertising incomes, operation expenses of broadcasters and their structure, financial results of broadcaster’s operation, average number of employees in 2012, main advertising industries in TV sector and main advertising companies in TV sector.

The second part of the Analysis refers to economic performance of entities in radio industry: Macedonian radio, three radio stations on national level, regional and local level.

Furthermore, the Analysis contains data on share of television stations in total rating, review of the most viewed television programs and range of radio stations during the analyzed year.
Supervision of broadcasters and operators of public communication networks 

Once the Local elections 2013 were brought to the end, the Council continued to conduct regular monitoring of the program of radio and television stations, regarding observance of the obligations envisaged in the Law on Broadcasting Activity, by-laws and license for pursuing broadcasting activity.


Pursuant to the annual Work Program, 24 hour program of terrestrial televisions who broadcast program on national level, television services who broadcast via satellite, national commercial radio stations and programs of the public broadcasting service was analyzed.


For detected violations of the Law, by-laws and the license, the Council imposed measures on broadcasters who committed violations. To determine which are the most common violations and the effectiveness of the imposed measures, the Council every six months prepares Analysis of the implemented measures and common violations of the Law on Broadcasting Activity made by broadcasters and Analysis of the court proceedings to determinate the effectiveness of the sanctions imposed. The last two of these analyzes, the Council adopted at its session held in July 2013, and they were published on the website of the Council.

The Broadcasting Council continuously monitors the implementation of copyright and related rights by operators of public communications networks. Currently, the Law on Copyright and Related Rights is in its amendment phase. Regarding the amendments of the Law, the Broadcasting Council submitted its opinion to the Ministry of Culture 
